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What is a conservator? 

A conservator is the person appointed by the court to make sure that you 
have food, shelter and clothing, and services to meet your individual needs.   

Who can be a conservator? 

Only a public guardian or conservator can be appointed if you are on 
temporary conservatorship under the Lanterman-Petris-Short (LPS) Act.  If 
you have been found eligible for the full or one-year LPS conservatorship, 
the conservator may be a relative, a friend or a public or private guardian. 

What is a conservator supposed to do? 

A conservator of the person is supposed to make sure that your personal 
needs are met.  A conservator of the estate is supposed to protect your 
finances or manage your money.  In general, a conservator has a duty to 
protect you from abuse or neglect, and to help you integrate in society. 

How can a conservator arrange for my care and protection? 

A conservator has a duty to arrange for services to meet your daily needs, 
such as:   health care, meals, clothing, personal care, transportation, 
recreation, and housekeeping. 
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What if the conservator has control over my finances? 

This could include:  controlling your assets, paying your bills, making a 
budget, and providing personal funds to you.  If so, the conservator must 
account to you and the court about how s/he spent your money. 

How can I find out what my conservator is supposed to do 
for me? 

You can ask your conservator by phone or letter.  If no response, you can 
write a letter to the supervisor. If you do not know the supervisor’s name, 
you can call the conservator’s office and ask for the supervisor’s name and 
address.  Or you could address your letter to Supervisor of [Conservator’s 
Name].  You could also call or write your attorney.  This is usually a public 
defender.  You could ask your questions, or explain your problem and ask 
for help. 

Where is a conservator supposed to find a place for me to 
live? 

You have a right to live in the least restrictive, most integrated setting 
appropriate to your individual needs.  This is generally the place where you 
can interact with people without disabilities to the fullest extent possible.  
For example, this could be an apartment with support services.  It could be 
a home that you share with other people. 

How is my conservator supposed to make decisions for me? 

A conservator must act to protect your interests. Decisions should be 
based on your expressed interests, if known.  This means you should tell 
your conservator what you prefer.  A conservator has a duty to 
accommodate your preference.  This means that your conservator should 
honor your wishes except if doing so would violate her or his 
responsibilities or impose an unreasonable expense on your estate. 
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Can a conservator make mental health treatment decisions 
for me? 

Yes, if the court gives this power to the conservator.  If so, the conservator 
needs to provide informed consent.  But this must be done in consultation 
with you. 

Can a conservator consent to surgery? 

If you refuse, no surgery can be performed on you, unless there is a court 
order or emergency where you face the loss of life or serious bodily injury. 

How often should my conservator visit me? 

A conservator should visit you often enough to assure your needs are 
being met.  The frequency of visits may vary depending on your living 
situation and needs.  For example, in Orange County a conservator should 
visit a conservatee placed in a nursing facility at least once a month.  A 
conservator also needs to have sufficient contact to ensure placement in 
the least restrictive, most integrated setting appropriate to your needs. 

Disability Rights California is funded by a variety of sources, for a complete 
list of funders, go to http://www.disabilityrightsca.org/ 
Documents/ListofGrantsAndContracts.html. 

http://www.disabilityrightsca.org/Documents/ListofGrantsAndContracts.html
http://www.disabilityrightsca.org/Documents/ListofGrantsAndContracts.html



Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		551401.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 1

		Passed: 29

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
